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NIKSIC

The City of Niksic is situated at a crossroads of the East and the West and is an unusual 
mixture of the modern and the traditional. It is the second largest city in Montenegro in terms 
of population (72,443) and the largest municipality with an area of 2065 km2, comprising 
15% of the total country’s area. The city lies at 630 m above sea level. Good transport links 
with neighbouring countries and proximity to the most important tourist destinations in 
Montenegro (an hour's drive to the Adriatic Coast or the ski resort of Zabljak) play a vital 
role in its development.

• The City of Niksic - a place for all, a city of wide streets and beautiful avenues



NIKSIC

Niksic is a city with an open heart, strong spirit and 
warm soul. 
It is a city with a young man’s strength, a smile of a boy 
and the wisdom of an old man.

Natural beauty, cultural and 
historical monuments, and 
geographic and c l imatic 
conditions make the City of 
Niksic an attractive tourist 
destination and a city with 
interesting and rich tradition 
which has much to offer to 
tourists and visitors.



• What to see in Niksic

Trebjesa is a favourite city spot with nature which simply fascinates. This is a paradise for 
couples, with trails for sportsmen and people looking for recreation, a nook for pensioners 
and the green lungs of the city.
The hotel on the hill top is an excellent observation point which offers the most beautiful 
view of the city. At the foot of the hill there are tennis courts, a sports arena, a martial arts 
hall, football pitch, the “Trim” sports facility, the“Vito Nikolic” promenade and the city park.
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Vucje ski resort looks magical covered in snow, but its beauty is evident throughout the 
year - you will be blinded by a richness of beautiful colours and unforgettable landscapes. 
The ski resort is around 20 kilometres from the city of Niksic and is located at 1300 m 
above sea level. It comprises a mountain lodge-motel, a restaurant and a cafe. Recreational 
athletes and sportspeople can take advantage of four ski slopes, areas such as Morakovo, 
Krnovo, Vojnik and other regions towards Mount Durmitor suitable for winter sports, hiking
and mountain biking.
In summer, Vucje is a favourite getaway spot hosting various events and a starting point 
for various competitions and trips, while in wintertime the resort welcomes all lovers of 
winter sports.



The City of Niksic is well-known for its “sea” – the way the locals usually refer to artificial 
Lake Krupac.
Lake Krupac is located 5.5 km west of the city and is one of the city’s most beautiful getaway 
spots. The lake is located at an altitude of 600 m above sea level, it is 2.5 km long and 2.8 
km wide. Clear water, plenty of fish, a safe and equipped beach, a spacious field on one side 
and picturesque cliffs on the other make the lake an attractive spot, suitable for the future 
development of a sports and recreation complex.
Lake Krupac boasts a restaurant, a beach with accompanying facilities and a promenade 
along the lake dam, so in summer the resort attracts a large number of tourists. It is here 
that many competitions, musical events, water sports and fishing events are organised... 
you will not remain indifferent when visiting Lake Krupac.

Lake Slano has an area of 9 km² and is located in the western part of the field of Niksic, 
surrounded by medium-sized and high mountains. The lake’s shore line is quite irregular and 
has a number of islands of which the largest is Visa Island. This artificial lake was created in 
1950 for the purposes of Perucica hydroelectric plant. 

Lakes Krupac and Slano



St. Basil of Ostrog’s Cathedral Church and King Nikola’s Castle

St. Basil of Ostrog’s Cathedral Church was built in the nineteenth century and was 
designed by the Russian architect Mihailo Mihailovich Preobrazenski. The major funding for its 
construction was provided by the Russian Orthodox Church and the Romanov royal family. 
This magnificent monument was erected in honour of the fallen heroes of Montenegro and 
Herzegovina who perished in the wars from 1875 to 1880.
The magnificent sacral building which dominates the panorama of the city of Niksic sits on 
Peter’s knoll to the west of Trebjesa hill. King Nikola’s Castle is situated on its southern 
flank and together they form the city’s most dominant urban unit.
King Nikola’s Castle, accessed by walking through a lovely park, is one of the most valuable 
cultural monuments in the city of Niksic and Montenegro. For many years this building has 
been a home to the City’s museum, library, gallery and archives. It is particularly magical in 
winter when snow-covered - it resembles a fairy tale castle.



Downtown Niksic is a favourite gathering 
place for the locals and the visitors alike. It 
is always teeming with young people, it is full 
of energy and life.
The city centre is dominated by a spacious square 
with numerous bars, restaurants and shops.
The park in the city centre, located next to King Nikola’s Castle is a true green oasis. The 
paved walking paths, benches, children’s play area, fountains and the nearby cafes make 
it one of the favourite and most frequented spots in town.
Manitovac Park is 1.5 km away from the city centre and it lies at the bank of the River 
Zeta. Its beauty and its offer attract visitors of various age groups. The park has a beautiful 
25-metre-long bridge, which connects the two river sides, perfectly designed to fit the 
surroundings.

Parks and the city centre



   Cultural and historical monuments

Niksic is a city with a rich cultural and historical heritage. There are a number of archaeological 
sites and cultural and historical monuments in and around the city, of which the following 
are the most important:
Bedem fortress - during the renovation of the medieval city, the city was mostly built 
inside Bedem fortification and was named the Upper Onogost. The fortification has for 
centuries been a gathering place and a favourite location for hosting cultural events.
Crvena stijena (Red Rock) is an archaeological site located in the village of Petrovici 
discovered accidentally during excavation works. Its research revealed 31 cultural layers 
and material remains from the prehistoric era. Crvena stijena is potentially one of the 
most prominent archaeological sites in Europe.



Stecak tombstones date back to the thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth centuries and are 
related to the development of the religious Bogomil movement. This term used to be linked 
to erect stone monuments and the name was later used for the old funerary monuments 
made of large stone slabs.
Ss. Peter and Paul Church is the oldest church in the City of Niksic. It is famous for its 
frescoes of the two saints. The fresco paintings in this temple are some of the last painted 
in the Byzantine tradition.



St. Luka’s Monastery, known as Zupa monastery, was constructed in 1492. It was built 
by the locals, immediately after their falling under Ottoman rule. Towards the end of the 
twentieth century, it became a women’s monastery and is nowadays well-known for its 
craftwork.
The Roman Bridge on the River Mostanica is located on the old road from Niksic, via 
Grahovo, to Trebinje. It was built in the third century AD and is one of the oldest bridges in 
Montenegro.



The Tsar’s Bridge on the River Zeta is an unusual bridge which consists of eighteen arches, 
almost the only of its kind in the world with this number of arches. It is 269 metres long 
and named after Tsar Alexander III, who had supported its construction.
The Niksic Mosque, constructed in 1804, is the only one out of the four city mosques to 
have survived the time of the Turkish Niksic.



Culture and Cultural Events

The City of Niksic has a rich cultural and historical heritage and is well-known for its cultural 
events such as the International Chamber Music Festival, the International Festival of the 
Actor and the International Guitar Festival.

"September days" is a traditional event organised by the city government commemorating 
the city’s liberation day and offering a number of events related to culture, sports, tourism 
and ecology.

"Lake Fest" is a famous music festival taking place at Lake Krupac every year in July. This is 
a festival of rock music visited by tens of thousands of music lovers and admirers of work 
of the most popular rock musicians.

"Days of honey", "Days of Cornelian Cherry", “Days of costmary” and “Potato fest” 
are some of the events which attract a large number of visitors.



PLJEVLJA

Niksicko beer

Niksic is well-known for Niksicko beer.
As the first and the only of its kind in Montenegro, Niksic Brewing Company was founded 
in 1896. The brewery received its first major international recognition in 1932 in Paris and 
has since won over 70 prizes at major national and international competitions.
The name of Niksicko beer has long crossed the borders of the former and the current states 
and the beer has become the most recognizable Montenegrin brand.



PLJEVLJA

Pljevlja – the Northern Gate of Montenegro

The municipality of Pljevlja is situated in the far north of Montenegro surrounded by wooded 
and gentle mountainous countryside and carved with river beds of the Tara, Cehotina and 
Breznica rivers. The Town of Pljevlja is the third largest in Montenegro. It covers one tenth 
of the national territory or 1,346 km2 and has a population of about 32,000.
The earliest traces of human settlements go back to the Illyrian time in the third century 
BC. The remains of the town Municipium S in Komini from the second century BC testify 
to the Roman presence in these areas. 



Mother Nature has been very 
generous to this town. Fishing, 
raft ing,  caving,  canyoning, 
horse riding, cycling, hiking, 
mountaineering, paragliding, 
excursions and camping are only 
some of the activities the town’s 
natural environment is suitable 
for. The rural area with about 
150 villages is recognisable for 
its unspoiled nature and organic 
farming.

Surrender to the adventures in the countryside and in the 
small hours return to the city and Pljevaljski tamburasi 
(Tambouritza bands). Do not forget to try the rich food 
offer of this region and the famous Pljevaljski cheese.



A TREASURY OF SILVER, GOLD AND GILDED OBJECTS

The Monastery of the Holy Trinity is about 1 km from the Town of Pljevlja. It is straitened 
by rocks, surrounded by lush greenery and immersed into a tranquillity which is only disrupted 
by the murmur of the River Biserka. The renovated monastery lodgings with the centrally 
positioned church form a beautiful and harmonious architectural unit. The earliest written 
reference to this monastery dates back to 1537 AD.

Husein Pasha’s Mosque is located in the very centre of the town. It was founded by Husein 
Pasha Boljanic, an imperial vizier and the ruler of Baghdad, Herzegovinian sandzak (province) 
and Bosnian ejalet (autonomous province), originally from the village Boljanic near Pljevlja. It 
was built in 1569 and had been designed by master builder Hajrudin, the constructor of the 
famous Mostar Bridge. Next to the mosque there is a beautifully designed sedrvan (water 
fountain) and a 25-metre-high sahat-kula (clock tower), one of the largest in the Balkans.

HOME OF ISLAMIC MANUSCRIPTS AND OLD, VALUABLE BOOKS



SCRIBE SCHOOL ON THE STEEP SLOPES OF THE TARA CANYON

The Monastery of St. Archangel Michael is situated on the right bank of the River Tara, in 
the village of Djurdjevica Tara (hamlet Luke), around 1 km downstream from the bridge on 
Djurdjevica Tara. As historical fate would have it, the monastery was repeatedly destroyed 
and rebuilt. The last renovation took place at the beginning of XXI century.

Dubocica Monastery with the Church of St. Nikola, was built around 1570 AD in the village 
of Dubocica. Due to the construction of the artificial lake on the River Cehotina the church 
was relocated to the village Otilovici 11 km southeast of the town and was fully restored.



MEDIEVAL MINING TOWN

Koznik or Jerina’s town is a medieval fortification. The relatively well-preserved ruins are 
located in the village of Kozica, 20 km southeast of the Town of Pljevlja. Koznik is first 
mentioned in the documents from the first half of the fifteenth century.

Roman cities with necroples from the second and forth centuries AD

The Roman city, also known as “Municipium S” in the scientific literature, is the most significant 
finding from the period of Antiquity. It is situated in the village of Komini, 2 km southwest 
of the Town of Pljevlja. The contours of the Roman town with walls, monumental buildings, 
streets and cemeteries stretch on several acres under a thin layer of soil. 



    TARA - THE TEAR OF EUROPE 
The Tara Canyon is a remarkable natural wonder, a tourist and ecological attraction the 
Montenegrins are proud of. From Proscenje and Dobrilovina Monastery up to Scepan Polje where 
it joins the River Piva as to form the River Drina together, carving through the steep often sheer 
cliffs, the Tara River has cut an impressive 78-kilometre-long and 1000 to 1300-metre-deep 
canyon. Because of the canyon’s depth, lush flora and rich fauna, beautiful green waters and 
magnificent, mainly preserved banks, it has been listed as one of the natural treasures of the 
World Heritage and an ecological reserve under the protection of UNESCO. 
UNESCO has named it the “tear of Europe”. The magnificent, legendary Djurdjevica Tara Bridge 
is another tourist attraction. The bridge is 370 metres long, 160 metres high and its first and 
the most impressive of the five arches has a span of 116 metres.
Ljubisnja is a magical mountain, which together with Mount Durmitor and Mount Maglic 
forms a powerful triangular mountain range intersected by canyons of the Tara, Draga, Piva 
and Cehotina rivers. It consists of Mala Ljubisnja (1991 m) and Velika Ljubisnja with its highest 
peak Derneciste (2238 m) which offers a magnificent view of the surrounding mountains and 



canyons, an unforgettable experience for every visitor. The Draga canyon, close to the place 
Tijesno is only ten metres wide and over 600 metresdeep.

A PERFECT PLACE FOR SUMMER EVENING WALKS 

The town’s park Vodice is one of the most attractive corners of Pljevlja. It is a forest park 
with a maze of beautiful walking paths. The park is divided into two by the River Breznica, 
has two artificial lakes and a fish pond. Inside the park there is a city stadium, a sports hall, 
marked running, walking and biking trails, all of which make it a beautifully designed sports 
and recreation complex.
Milet garden is one of the oldest parks in the Balkans, stretching along the River Breznica, 
200 metres from the city centre. This beautiful green complex is a unique ecological oasis, 
has rich and varied vegetation, as well as sports and recreational facilities, paths for walking 
and recreation, ponds and a spring with drinking water.



EVENTS

The Cultural Event - Days of Humour and Satire “Vuko Bezarevic” - Pljevlja
Days of Humour and Satire “Vuko Bezarevic” is a regional manifestation of humour which has 
been organised by the Town of Pljevlja for three decades. It first started in 1986 in memory 
of late Vuko Bezarevic, a high school teacher and a triple winner of “Radoje Domanovic” prize.
The Town of Pljevlja’s November Celebrations - a cultural, entertainment and sports event 
organized to commemorate the Pljevlja Municipality Day, held each year on November 20.
The Festival of Tambouritza Music – the festival participants come from neighbouring 
countries in which this sort of music is played as a part of the tradition and national cultural 
heritage. For 7 years now, in the course of a week’s festival perform numerous tambouritza 
musicians from the Town of Pljevlja and the region.
Hand-mowing contest “The first scythe of Montenegro” is a unique event, a combination 
of the traditional and the modern, which has been held on July 6 for 18 years now. It gradually 
grew and today it is one of the most important events dedicated to the development and 
popularization of the village.
Days of Pljevaljski cheese - the cheese from Pljevlja has a long standing reputation as one 
of the best cheeses in the region. This event was established in 2000 and is organised by 
the Association of Milk Producers “Pljevlja 2000”. It takes place in October each year and 
treasures the traditions and the culture of the Pljevlja region.
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If you once visit this stone oasis in the far south of Bosnia and Herzegovina, you will certainly 
have a desire to come back again. The Town of Trebinje is located in the hinterland of the 
southern Adriatic, only 25 km from the sea. Due to the mild Mediterranean climate with 
around 260 sunny days a year, many call it the city of the sun. It is a real treasury of cultural 
and historical heritage created by different peoples and civilizations that have passed through 
the area. Hospitality and a warm welcome of guests by the local population make this region 
a truly unique and distinctive place. 





TRIBUNIA, 10th century



The rich cultural and historical heritage and numerous 
archaeological findings testify to the presence of civilizations 
and nations that have for centuries populated the area of 
modern Trebinje and its surroundings. An early form of the 
town’s name, Tribunia, was first used in the tenth century by 
Konstantin Porfirogenit. The current name Trebinje dates back 
to the sixteenth century. Apart from the presence of medieval 
Serbian culture, the remnants from the period of Ottoman and 
Austro-Hungarian rule are also evident.



Old town “Kastel"
The alluring charm of “Kastel”, as this part of the 
town is called, will simply captivate you and you 
will feel compelled to explore this oriental corner 
of the town. “Kastel" was built in the eighteenth 
century and is situated on the right bank of the 
Trebisnjica River. The old architecture is still almost 
intact. The Old Town was once surrounded by a 
defence channel, also known as hendek (the ditch). 
One can enter the town by crossing the drawbridge 
over the ditch.

 



The Museum of Herzegovina
There are several permanent displays in the richest museum of the Republic of Srpska 
founded in 1952. Such are the ethnological and archaeological collections, the collection of 
Jovan Ducic, memorial exhibitions of Atanasije Popovic, Mirko Kujacic, Milena Sotra, Milorad 
Corovic’s paintings, sculptures of Radovan Zdrale and other temporary exhibitions, promotions 
and frequent cultural events.

 



Trebinje is one of the few towns where three houses of worship of different faiths are located 
in the very city centre no more than 100 m apart.

The Orthodox Church of Holly Transfiguration dates back to the beginning of the twentieth 
century. It has a monumental appearance and is located in the Park of Jovan Ducic with a 
beautifully decorated yard, fountains and a small pond with a wooden bridge over it.



The Catholic Cathedral dedicated to the Birth of Mary was built at the end of the nineteenth 
century and is situated in the city centre in the immediate vicinity of the Park of Jovan Ducic 
and the Platani Hotel.

Osman-Pasha’s Mosque, built in 1729, is located in the old town near the “tunnel“, i.e. close 
to the town’s western gate.



Hercegovacka Gracanica Monastery sits on 
Crkvina Hill overlooking the town. It is a real tourist 
pearl of this part of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 
remains of the great Serbian poet and diplomat 
from Trebinje, Jovan Ducic, are buried in the crypt 
of the monastery. In his will he expressed a wish 
to be buried on Crkvina hill above the Town of 
Trebinje. That wish was fulfilled in 2000 following 
the completion of the complex.



Tvrdos Monastery was built on the foundations of a church dating from the fourth century 
AD, before the time when the Serbs as a nation received Christianity, which in itself speaks 
of tradition and longevity of Christianity in the region of Herzegovina. The foundations of this 
church can be seen in the monastery, because a part of the Monastery floor was made in 
glass so that through these "windows" on the floor the foundations of the ancient church 
can be seen.



The Monastery of St. Apostles Peter and Paul dates back to the period between the 
fourth and sixth centuries. It is situated 5 km southwest of the Town of Trebinje. According 
to tradition, the monastery was built during a missionary journey of the Apostle Paul through 
Dalmatia. The monastery contains the remains of architecture as well as archaeological 
artefacts from the period of the late Antiquity. 



The Church of St. Basil of Tvrdos and Ostrog is located in the village of Mrkonjici in the 
eastern side of Popovo polje off the road from Trebinje to Mostar. St. Basil of Ostrog was 
born in this village on December 28, 1610. On the Day of St Basil of Tvrdos and Ostrog 
the miracle-worker, May 12, 1998 the temple dedicated to Saint Basil was sanctified.  The 
temple was built on the foundations of the house of this great servant of God.

Duzi Monastery is located on the left bank of the Trebisnjica River downstream from the 
Town of Trebinje. This seventeenth century church was dedicated to the Intercession of 
the Theotokos. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries it was the metochion of Tvrdos 
Monastery. When Tvrdos was destroyed in 1695, the Metropolitan and the monks moved 
to Duzi Monastery. After this event, the church was reconstructed and extended. A particle 
of the Holy Cross is kept in the monastery.



The first monument ever devoted to Njegos was built in the Town of Trebinje in 1934.  Across 
from this monument stands a monument dedicated to Jovan Ducic. In the immediate vicinity, 
there are sculptures of lions at the entrance to the City Park and a Helen of Anjou’s relief 
sculpture erected on the Old Town’s wall, all of which were bequeathed to the town by 
Jovan Ducic.



The crystal clear Trebisnjica River gives this town a special charm. Locals and tourists alike are 
truly in love with this river. Lately, it has been possible to walk along its beautifully designed 
banks. Once the largest karst river in Europe, the River Trebisnjica is 98 km long. On its way 
through the centre of the town the river forms one of its most scenic stretches.
One of the most magnificent masterpieces of Ottoman bridge building is Perovic (Arslanagic) 
bridge. The bridge was erected by Mehmed-Pasha Sokolovic in 1574. 



The getaway spot Zubacka Ubla 
speaks volumes of the diverse tourist 
offer of the region. It is only 20 km 
from the Town of Trebinje and is 
situated within the mountain massif 
of Orjen. Fans of mountain-climbing 
and winter magic lovers can find their 
own corner here, have a real winter 
experience with a lot of snow and be 



engaged in hiking and winter sports.There 
are numerous opportunities in Trebinje 
which can help you end the routine of 
everyday life, push your limits and feel an 
adrenaline rush in the air, on land, in or 
under water. Natural diversity of Trebinje 
is suitable for a large number of adrenaline 
activities.



Trebinje has for many years been recognised as a cultural and sports seat of the region as 
evidenced by a large number of cultural and sports events which attract a significant number 
of tourists.
One of the most important sports events is the Sports Camp “Dejan Bodiroga” which gathers 
talented basketball players from all continents.



Youth eco-camp “Usce” and Jumping into the river 
off the stone bridge are held as a part of the event 
“Days on the Trebisnjica River”.



The town hosts several traditional events. 
The most famous is the “Trebinje Summer 
Ceremony" which officially begins in April 
with “Ducic's Poetry Evenings" and lasts 
until the end of November.
This festival offers a variety of cultural 
events.



Gastronomy has become a central part of the tourist experience. Traditional Herzegovinian 
dishes are numerous and various: lamb roasted under the iron bell and spit roasted lamb, 
potato baked under the bell, bread baked on a baking stone and under the bell. Cheeses 
typical of this area are heavily-salted sack cheese “torotan“, semidried round cheese, dry 
cheese, cheese “škripavac“, smoked cheese and cheese in oil. Other traditional dishes include 
fritters, “cicvara” a cornmeal dish with “kajmak”, a cornmeal dish “pura”, “lojanica“- puffy 
cheese soufflé with added suet, kaštradina- smoked mutton or goat meat, prosciutto, brown 
trout, etc. Many of these dishes feature on the menus of numerous Trebinje’s restaurants. 
Traditional cuisine is something that makes this region famous and widely recognisable.  



Wine tourism has become, of late, a very attractive 
part of Trebinje’s tourist offer. Winegrowers from 
this region are well-known for production of 
superior quality wines. Besides the traditional food 
and wine, the healing Herzegovina honey, figs, and 
fig products are typical part of the gastronomic 
offer.
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